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His Majeſties | . to a 


late Petition p eſentecl unto him by 
tze bands of M. ALEXANDER 


HEN DER 5 0 N, fromche Com- 
miſſioners of rhe general! Aſſemblie of 
the Church 


of SCOTLAN », 


ate received lately 1 Petition from you, by 
2 the hands of Me Alexander Henderſon Ts 
he which we intended to have given an an- 
2 1 2 tranſacted the buſi- 
b : ith the other Commiſſioners addreſ- 
——— — er Treatię of that our 


Kingdome. But — — print, 
— bee diſperſed throughout Our Kingdome, to the 
great danger of Scandalling of Our well-affefted 8ub- 


jets, who may interpret the bitterneſſe and ſharpneſſe of 


ſome expreſſions not to be ſo agreeableto that regard and 


reverence which is due to our Perſon, and the matter it 
ſelf t6 be reptoachfull to the honour and conſtitution of 
this Kingdome, we havebeen compelled the more ſtrictly 
to examine as well the Authority of the Petitionero, as 
the matter of the petition it (elf, and to publiſh our opi- 
nion of both, that eur Subjects of both Kingdomes may 
ſee how equally, juſt, and ſenſible we are of the Land 
honour h Our Kingdomes. 


_ and kiſt, pen perulallofabe Betiion We required 10 
ec 
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zue to their Jurifdidtic 


{ & x of 
edand {wornera, A, Wee muſt rofeſſe 
itioners, or the generall Aſſembly 5 Our 
Church of Sranlana have not theleaſt Authority or power 
to intermeddle nor 2 —— this King- 
dome or Church,whichare ſetlect anch eſtabliſhed by the 
——— of this Land, and till they bee altered by the 

line * 9eew wer, cannot beenveighed againſt withi 
our a due ſenſe 


we kret 
that the 


1 and this Nation, much ieſſę caa ti 
—— 9 — 
lament againſt the ſame, or tothat purpoſe to ſend am 
letters, as they have now done, to any Miniſter of Ou 
Church here, ho by the Lawes ofchis land cannot cor- 
reſpond againſt the ſame · Therefore wee do believe that 
the Petitioners, when they ſhall cotiſĩder how un warrant. 
edit is by the Laws of that Kingdome, and how con- 
trary it is to the Laws of this, to the profeſsions they 
Have made to each other, and how unbecomming in it ſelf 
Hor ehem to require the ancient; happie and eſtabliſhed 
goveriment of the Church of Englund to bee altered, 
and conformed tothe lawes and conſtitutions of another 
Thtirch; will find themſelves iiſted by che information 
of ſome factions perfons here : o would _— in. 
gage the Petitioners to foment a difference and diviſion 
between the two Kingdomes, which wee have with ſo 
much care and induſtryendeavoured to prevent, not ha- 
un laouf d 6 this 
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Kingdom, theawehavetobinderthelike . f 
vouring 7/c/aws, or entring into Scotland, which if all o- 
ther will qually labour, will undoubtedly bee avoided. 


But we cannot ſo eaſil iy paſſe over the mention of ireland, 
mov d to itby ſcandalous aſperfions, that have din 
often caſt upon us upon that ſubiect, and the uſe that hath 
been made of the wofull diſtractions of that Kingdome, 
as of a Seminary of feares and 28 to beget the like 
diſtraction in ha, and (which left they may have farther 
influence) Wee are the more willing to make Our inno- 
cence appearein that particular. 
- When firſt that horrid Rebellion began, Wee were in 
Our. Kingdomeof Scotland, and the ſenſe we had then of 
it, the expreſſions we made concernitg it, the Co 
(rogether with ſome other aſſiſtance ) we ſent immediatly 
into that Kingdome, and the inſt ant Recommendation we 
made of it to Our Houſes of Parliament iniExngland, 
are knowne to all perſons of — there and then about 
Us. After Our returne into England, Qur ready concur- 
— to all the deſires of both Houſes tha t might moſt 
ſpeedily re preſs that horrible Rebellion, b bak 
Bill of preſſing, & in it aclauſe which ee fon, right chal 
lenged by all, and enjoyed by many Our Predeceſſors, : 
by parting with Our Rights inthe lands eſcheated to Us. 
by that rebel lion, for the encouragement of adventures, by 
emptying of Our Magazines of Armes and. Ammunition 
for that ſervice (which we have ſince needed for our ne- 
eee and preſervation / by conſenting to all 
r the raifing of money for the ſame, though con- 
taining unuſuallelauſcs, whichtruſted both Houſes with-- 
out Us with the matter of diſpoſing it, Our often preſſing. 


both Houſes, not to neglect chat dome, by b 
neg! King >; 151 


e engage Our 
owne Royal —— ſuppreſſion of that horrid re- 
wr rebar leſle kao to all this Nation, then Our 


perpetuall earneſtneſſeby 8 

all manner of from being wwe >= 

the relief of theR _ — HO a4 
Princes. V Vhich if all QurSubjc&s will c 


and wirhall how many of che mea, and how — 
money raiſed for that end, and how much time, care, and 
induſtrie have been diverted from that employment, and 
employed in this unnaturall warre againſt Js, (the tr 
cauſe of the preſent miſerie and want which Our Britti 
armies there do now endure) they — us from 
all thoſe imputations · ſo ſcandalouſly and groundlefly 
laid upon ns, aud impute the continuance of the Combu- 
ſtion ofthat miſerable Lingdome.thedanger it may bring 
upon our Tingdomes of England and Scotland, and the 
beginning of this dolefull deſolation, to thoſe who are 

For uair ie in Religion · which is deſired, We cannot 
but anſwer, That wee much apprehend let the Papiſts 
may makeſome advantage of that expreſſion, by conti- 
auiag that ſcandall with more authoritie, which they 
have ever heretofore uſed to caſt upon the Reformation, 
by interpreting all the differences in Ceremonie, Govern- 
ment, or indifferent opinions between ſeveral} Proteſtant 
Churches, to bee differences in Religion; And leſt our 

ood ſubjects of E gland, ho have euer eſteemed them - 
Ares of the s Religion with you, ſhould ſuſpect 
chemſelves to ber eftcemed — to e ee 


K — ($ } | * 
And that the religion which they and their anceſtors 

| have held ever fincerhe — — and in and 
for which they are reſolved to dye, is raxedand branded 
of falſehood orinfufficiency; by ſuch adefire, 

For uniformiry in Church Government, We conceived 
the anſwer formerly piven by us to the former petition in 
this argument, wobld have farisfied the petitioners,and 
is fo full, that we can adde little toit. vA. That thego- 
veramext here Subſhedby the lawer hub ſonearcarole.. 
non and ittermixtore with the Civill State (which may be 
wnknown tothe perttioners ) that til acom poſed difgefted form 
be preſented to ws,upon a fret debate ofboth Houſes in a Par- 
liamentary way whereby the conſert and approvatian ofthis 
whole Kingdim'may be bad, and We and all our ſubj eds may 
diſcerne, what ii to be * in, er breughtin, as well as what 
is to be taten away, We know not how to conſent to any alte- 
ration, otherwiſe then toſuch an adi for the eaſe of tender cop. 

ſeiences in the matter of Ceremonies, as We have often offered 
and that this, and any thing tlſe that may concerne thr peace 
of the Church, and the advancement of Gods true Reigion 
may be ſoberly diſcuſſed, and happrly effected, We have for. 
merly offered, and are flill willing that debates of that na- 
ture may be entered into by a Ne and learned 
Divines, to be regularly choſen according tothe lamsand 
Cuſtomes 7 this Ningdi we. To which we ſball bee wilting 
that ſome learned Divines ofiur Churchof Scotlardbe like. 
ms ſent, to be preſent, and offer and debate their Feaſong. 
ith this avſwer the petitie ners had great reaſon tor c- 

qu ieſce without etſsrging the matter oftbeit former pe- 
tirion only with bitter exp re ſſiors againſt the eſtabliſhed 
government and I aus of their neibbour Nation, (as if 
It were. contrary to the word of God) with whom — 
ave 
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have ſo lately entred into a ſtric amity: 
22 we cannot enough wonder, t 
ou 
judges berwen Us and Our two Houſes of Parliament, 
ts bulaclc fo wholly concerting the peate and overn 
ment of this our kingdome, and in a matter ſo ablolutely 
carruſted to us, as what ne laws to conſent or not to 
conſent to, But ſhould aſſume and publiſh, That the de- 
fire of reformation in this Lingdome is in apcaceat 
That the proceedings here, enn only 
.contrary-roall the rules and precedents of former Parli- 
aments; but deſtructive to thefreedome, priviledge, and 
dignity of Parliaments rhemfelves: that oe were firſt 
driven by tumults, fot the ſafety of our life, from our 
cicicsof Lendas and Weſtminſter and have bene fincepur- 
ſued, fought wirhall, and are now kept from l 
army rayſed,as is pretended, by the two Houſes, which 
ſt not of the 3 of the number they ought 
to do, the reſt being either driven-from thence bythe 
ſame violence, or expell d or impriſoned for not conſent- 
ing to the treafons and unheard of Inſolencies praiſed 
againſt us, And ifthe petitioners could beleeve theſe pro- 
ceedings: to be in a peaceable Parliamentary way, they 
were very unacquainted with the order and conſtiturioa 
of this Kingdome, and not fo fit ĩnſtruments to promote 
that reformation and peace: they ſeeme todefire. 

We cannot beleeve the intermixture of the preſent c- 
eleſiaſticall —— 2 eee 
thena very reaſon, and that thegoyernement of tha 
Church ould be by therules . 11. he 
other then a very goodrulc, unleſſe ſome other goveru- 
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amt enough wor che pericioners 
iaterpoſe themſelves, not only as fit directors and 
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ment were as well proved as preitndedtobe better wald- 
Of any bills offerd us for reformation, we ſhall not 
now ſpeak,they belag a part of thoſe articles upon which 
we harcofred and cxpe@ to treat but cannot but on- 
der by what authority you prej udge our judgement here- 
in, by denouncing Gods anget upon us, and our hazard 
the loſſe of the hearts of all our good Subjects, if we 
gonſcac not unto chem. The lufluence of ſo many bl 
from heaven upon the reignes of Queen Elisabeth, aud 
qurfacherofbleſsed memory, and the acknowledgement 
of them by all Froteſtant Churches to have been earefull 
nurſes to the Church of Chriſt and to have excelleaclie 
diſcharged their duties ia the caſtody and vindication of 
religion, and che affection of cheir Subje@s to them, do 
ſuthciently aſdure Us, that we ſhould neuer ſtop the in- 
fluence of ſuch bleſſiugs, nor grieve the hearts of all che 
godly , nor hazard the loiſe of the hearts of our good 
Subjects, although we ſtill maintaite in chis K ingdome the 
Tame eſtabliſnt Eccleſiaſticall govermment, which flou- 
riſhe in their times, and under their ſpeciall protection. 
We doubt not but our Subjects of Scotland will reſt a> 
boundantly ſatisfied with ſuch alterarions intheir one 
Church as we have aſſented umo, and not beeperſwaded 
by a meer aſſertion, that chere is no hope ofthe continu- 
ance of what is. there ſutled by law, unleſſe that bee like- 
wife altered which is ſerled here, And our Subjects of 
Eagland will never depart from their dati full affection 
to Us, for not conſenting to new laws, which by the law 
of the land, they know, We may as juſtly reject᷑ if we ap · 
prove not of them, as eicher houſe hath power to prepare 
for, or both to propound to us. Nor ate you a little n- 
| 8 taken 


alen if either you beleeve the generality ofthis Nation 
to deſire a change of Church · government, or that moſt 
of thoſe ho delire it, deſire by it to introduce that which 
you onely eſteeme a teformation, but are as uuwilling to 
what you call the yoke of Chriſt andobedienceto the 
-Golpell, as choſe whom 3 
men, and ſo equally averſe bothto Epiſcopacy and Prei- 
byte rie, that if they ſnould prevaile in this particular, the 
N of the ane w — —— — 
wou hearts bee leſſe grieved, your expectatiom 
leſſe frotrared » your hopes felt — your re- 
formation more — And the — upon due 
conſideration, will not finde themſelves leſſe miſtaken in 
the government of all the reformed. Churches, which 
they ſay is by Aſſemblies, thenthey are in the beſt way 
of a reformation, which ſure is beſt to be ina common 
and ordinary way, where the paſſion or intereſt — — 
cular mea may not impoſe upon the publique, but altera. 
tion be then onely made, when, upon calme debates, and 
evident and. cleare Reaſon and convenience, the ſame 
ſhall be generally conſented to for the peace and ſecurity 
of the people, and thoſe who are truſted by the Law 
with fuchdebates, are not diveſted-of that truſtupona 
BS corruptions-pretended to have entred 
y that way, and of being the per ſons to be reformed, 
and ſo unſit tobee Reformers Aa certainly the like Lo. 
gick with the like charges and pretences might be uſed to 
make the Parliament it ſelfanincapableJudge of any Re- 
fat mation either in Church or State. | 
.- -Forthegenerill expreſſions in the Petition againſt Pa- 
-piſes , in-which the petitioners mgy bteunderſtood to 
charge Us wich complyance and favour even to their o- 
pinions, Wee have taken all occaſion to publiſſi to the 


7 N (9) 
| Reformed Religion, and wee are verily perſwaded there 
is no one Subject in either of our Dominions, who at all 


knowes Us, and hath obſerved our Life; but isin his foul — 


isfied of our Zeal and unremoveable Affection to that 
. our true diſlike of, and hearty opoſition 
to popery, And as wee willingly conſented, at our being 
in$cotland, to all acts propoſed to Us, for the diſcoun- 
ing and Reforming the Papiſts in that our King- 
dome, ſa by our Proclamations for the putting of all 


Lawes ſeverally in execution againſt Reculants, and by 1 


not refuſing any one Bill preſented to Us to that purpoſe 
in this — and * perpetuall and — 5 
profeſſions of Readineſſe with the advice of Our two 
Houſes of Parliament prepared for Us in a deliberate and 
orderly way, to finde ſome expedition to perfect ſo good 
a worke, or conceived wee had not left it poſſible for any 
man to belicye Us guilty of tolerating any part of the 
Romiſh Tyrangie or Superſtition, or to ſuſpectthat the 
Converſion of our deareſt Conſort, was net ſo much our 
defire, that the Acceſſion of as Crownes, as God 
hathalready beſtowed upon us, would be more welcome 
to us then that day- A bleſſing which it is Our daily pray- 
er to the almighty to beſtow upon Us. 8 5 
But we might well have expected from the Petitioners, 
who have in their ſolemne Nationall Covenant literally 
ſworne ſo much Care and ſafety of Our Pexſon, and can- 
not but know in how much danger that hath bin and ſl 
is by the power and threats of Rebellious Armes, t 
hey would as well have remembred the 23 of October 
as the 5 of November, and as well have taken notice of 
the Army raiſed and led againſt Us by the Earle of flex 4 
| B 2 whic 
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— 9 ra mT endet ouried to m 
U, whictrwee:know to ubound in Browniſts; Ana- 
baptiſts, and other ſcQurirs, and in which we have reaſoa 
(by rhe ptiſoners we have taken, and the evidence they 
Have gen) to believe there are many more Papiſts (aud 
any 


mati ofttioſe forraigners ) then in all our army, es have 
adviſed Us to disband our of the army of the Earle 
of New caſtle, which is miſed for Our defence, the pu. 
in that Armie, who are koowne to be no ſuch aum. 
ber us endanger their obtaining any power oft 
their Labell, and ſetting up their Idolatrie, and whoſe 
altie he hath reaſdu to commend (though he was never 
ſuſpected for favouring their Religion) not before that 
of vroteſtants, but · of ſuch as rebeiſunder that Title And 
whoſeaſfiſtanceis due to us by the la of God. & man, 
to reſcue Us from domeſtiełk Rebellion, as to defend us 
from forraigne invation, vrhict we think no mag denyes 
N 8 — —— — 
and proteſt, Thar: God d i{Gonet Free us from the 
| 4 — — TH, bh 
{$M cndeavour to ver our ſelves asd Kingdome from 
ay fenr of from the other, by diſarming chem ac. 
cutdimg to the laws of chs Ladd, as we haf noc fange to 
ſend our Commiſliddertathe Aﬀlembly at the time ap · 
poitred for it by the laws of Scorland. 8 
To conelude, We deſie and require the Petitioners (as 
becomes good and pious Preachervofrhe Goſpel) to uſe 
thgir uten oſt ende vom co ompoſe any raction in o- 
pinives, or miſunderſtandings, which . 8 
e e ene ner De 
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the great principles of Chriſtian Religion; That they may 
or {affer themſelves to bee tranſported with thi — 
do not underſtand, orthinke themſelves concerned in the 
Government of another Kingdome, becauſe it is not ac- 
cording to the cuſtomes of that in which they live i But 
that they diſpoſe tiiemſelves with modeſty and devotion 
to the ſervice of Almighty God, with duty and affection 
to the obedience oft us and our laws (remembring the ſin- 
lar Grace, Favour and Benignitie We have alwaies ex- 
preſſed to that Our Native Kingdome ) and with brothers 
therly and chriſtian charĩtie one towards another ; And 
Wee doubt not but Cod in his mercy to Us and them will 
make us inſtruments of his bleſſings upoa each others, and 
both ofus a great meaſure of happineſſe and proſperigic- 
tothe whole nation. | | 


The bumble Remonſtrance and renewed 
Petition of the Commiſſioners of the 
Generall Aſſemblie of the Kirke- of 
ScoTLAND,, from their meeting at 


Edinburgh the a. day of June. 1643. 
| | „ | 
ste manifold and preſſing neceſſitie of the due- 
e of our place and did conſtrain us, in 
i theſe diſtempered and dangerous times, in moſt 
| bumble manner, To direct our earneſt ſupplica-- 
YN tion to your Majeſtie,for ſuch remedies as wee conceive - 
N to be moſt fit for us f propone, And being applyed by 
your Mzjclties owne hand, might both for cure and p 
vention prove moſt effeuall  Soareweenforced hy the 
ſame ueceſſitie growing daily to the greateſt extremitie; 
f In all humilitie and earneſtneſſe, To renew not only our 
; prayers to God, but our Petitions to your Majeſtie. Far 
Sions ſake canave not hold our peace, and for Jeruſalems 
ſake we will not reſt, uptill the righteouſneſſe thereof go + 
forth as brightneſſe, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 255 . 
burneth, But becauſe in your Majeſties anſwere to our 1 
former Petition wee meet-with a multitude of — 


avour, and being c 
{elves in the truth and iategi 

Rytunto and to ttteive froth 6 0 
gan — ; 
| chere bes goodreaſon for print 
Alter and Repl OP being before prin- 
, . Acid edge t at your Mafeſtie juft 
.Egulecofiode fault with chat publiſhing of out Fctinon 
hn 3 meh is mentioned in the introduction to your 
 Majeſtiesanfivet) And if it had been done by our Com- 
mzodement, cwanſell vt. xnoiedge, we bad not only 
given your Majeſtie juſt provocation, and fallen in an 
exrour contrary to the nature oſ a Petition, and to the 
righe diſpolition of petitioners, but alſo had uſed means 
conittury to out ou ends, in publiſhing a progtamme of 
Gut diſſi dence of obraining out deſites, ot in giving a pub - 
tick teſtimony char we Were aiming ar ſomè other thing 
then what we profeſſed to ſeck, Ing] thetefote wee are [6 
far from g chat forme of doing chat we judge our 
Fives to be wrongedthereby. . | 
: 2% ' Another fault much tore intollerable is objected 2 
1 gainft us: The bitterneſſt and ſbarpneſſe df ſome expreſtions 
| which may bee interpreted by your Majeſties well affetten 
$#bje7 not to be (bd agrteable to that regard and reverence 
wich is duc to your Majeſties perſon, ind the matter it ſtlfe 
rohr yeprochfull ts the benour and conſtitution of that your 
Majaffies Kingdom. Whechefthe matter of the Petition 
* Þbereprozchfull hill aferwards in the pa tticulatm appear: 
Bar for cheexpreflions we have examined the Hole Pet- 
iT: tion 


lee, erben, to gut ia da:; 
ö e penkevill of dignicdes 
unt them. Thelike 9 
e eee prayers, but hen the de- 
lators are tiy ed, they will bee fouad either malicious 24 | 
gazatt us for reproyingrhcir fayks3 Or having no other 
5 fioſiau ion, too officious to your Majellig, on co 
athęrs hq] they deſire to pleaſe, or ſo blindeſſ wirh ſalſ- 
love, that they thigke Preachers ſhould ſpeak like Para: 
lices j or 2 that when. we profelle our defita 
to the je Religion . irelond; 
we are —.— oy Wag —— — 
and his royalty chonitie · Wee feat 
King, And a ena onely to put a bee 
twixt Cod and the King, bur alſo ( againſt. the old 
ſtication now revived) betwint the pictures of the — 
perour and the images of the falſe guds, ctaſtily inert in- 
to them. and know the way howto honour the King with 
out ſuch a mixture and conſuſion. Slownelle to beleeve 
an evill 2 and the canſtructing ofchings doubtfull is 
one of your Majeſties royall praiſes, of which the faith» 
full Minicers of this Kirk deſire, — ſlanders and 
ſuſpicions to have the experience: which will prove pro- 
firable for your Maicſi ies honour ience, and our 
82 the north winde driueth amuy ram 


„dub an angrit conmmente + back. biting tongue. 
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eee 5 ineeem ace 
ſion ftom them inthe afftirs of rhe te Kiko e Wy . 
humbly intreat your Majeſtie, to eonſider 
— 1. Although the Kirke ον N on 
be diſtaut in — Kirks of anocher Nation yer 
are they united in heart und ſpitit; andi are generally but 
one body and Kirke and muſt 5. Siſters oon Mother, 
an unitie ofrhe- fpirir in the bond of peace: whence 
h the communion of all Gods graces and bleffings- 
{rhe Kirks, that they may not only help, comfort 


| as refreſh:butadvife, admonilb, exhort, warne and re- 


one another, fo farre as need requireth and their 


: Chriſtian | love and abilitiercacheth- Yer avoiding bortt - 


amdicion-and* confulion; there being a coordination be- 
tween Kirkes of diverſe Nations, but no ſubordination: 
We haue not preſumed to paſſe the limits of this Chriſtian 
comminion : — ed by way of chatit -oþ 
in a miniſteriall or rather brotherly manner, not 

thority or wagifteriatly: by way — — 
to your Majeſtic, — to the houſe of Parlia- 
ment, and advice and exhortation to ſuch ofour brethren 
of the Miniſterie as were beſt known unto us: very farre 
from uſurpation or juriſdicton / a. Our humble petition 
to your Majeſtie and our Declaration tothe Parliament, 
wete nothiag els, but a proſecution of the demand made 
by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdome, 3 
ofthe anſwer given by your Majeſtic and the Parliament, 
inthe laſt treatieʒ which filled us with hope of what was 
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contrary pradtiſes be eured, 
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i>-hetwo Nations I which although by the providence 


of Gad in one Iſland, and under one Monatch, yet ever 


Gace the Reformation have been at greater difference in 
the point of Kirk government / which in all places hath a 
powerfull influence upon all the parts of Religion) then 
y other teformed Kirks, although in nat ions at greateſt 
Aae and under diverſe Princes, Papacie is the great. 
eſt eauſe ot ſchiſme in the Chriſtian Kirk, and Epiſcopa - 
cite deviſed by mãn to bee a cure, the greateſt cauſe of 
ſehiſme in the reformed Kicks. hoes 
As the muruall relation and conjunction oftrue Eccles 
faſticall and Civill goverament is à corroborarion of 
both, ſa do wecorſteive that both are much weakened in 
their proper functions by that intermixture of the Eccles 
ſiaſticall government wich the Civill State. And as wee 
know the principles of Prglacie to be Popiſli; and don. 
trarie tothe principles of Reformation - So have we tea. 
ſon to beleeve, That ſuch an intermixture is not for your 
Mjeſticy Honour; while they main rain and profeſſe that 
Monarchie cannot ſubſiſt withour prelacie: And that 
prelacie had not been caſt out of the Parliamentific had 


been proſitable there; And thdught fit to bee altogether 


aboliſhed; if it had not been anunproſitable burthento 
the Kiagdome, and pernicious to the civill State andcoms - 
mon wealth, As is contained more fully in the Declara- 
tion of both Houfcs of Parliament to the Ceuerall Af. 
ſemblie. . 

The following of humane inventions, without and a. 


gainſt Scripture and the ambitign and covetouſneſſe of 


Kirkmen were obſerved of old to bee the corruptions 
which made many to call upon the Pope and the chiefe 
guides of the Kirke at that time for a 93 i 
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cagvocarian? And who can be 
alled; wich pathoarben ſuch as have 
this beg applyable ta the Parlia- 


heyghr, —— 
the n is — 4 — and civill au- 
thgritie, by ine advice ofthe more ſound and ſincere part 
oftþekirke and Miniſtrie, dh endeauonre a ref ormat ion, 
hace norefarmation,worthic of that name, can be expe- 
Hed ſeom theconrept Clergie. nor bath at any time Reli. 
gion heen that way in any tolerable meaſure re forme d- 
Mfbentheexils are entraordinary, the remedies muſt bee 
other then ordinary. Scripture, reaſon and experience of 
the Kirk deachin ſuc an euigence ofreformarion and ex- 
txeatnigg of debares. ang} contentions, tò calla Synod of 
ae bet Nivines, beſt inted with the will of God in 
deriptust use 


{of humane iavemions and innovations, N 
ibn and auariced whickare . a 
ec 
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be purged out, and for afterward prevented ; And who a. 
gainſt all Sects and ↄhiſmes unfainedly ſeck the peace and 
unitie of the Kirke which by all good meanes both for it 
ſelfe and for the truthes ſake is to bee procured and pre. 
ſerved. When by this remedie faithfully applyed and ac. 
cempanicd with prayers and teares of repentanceʒtha 
worlhip of God and the goverument of the Kirk are ſet 
led, not after the rules of humane policie but according 
to Scriptute, there is hope that God will end his contra- 
uerſie wirh Ang land and bliſſe the treat ies of peace be- 
twint your Majeſtic and your Parliaments which is now 
our humble defireand when it commethto paſſe ſhall be 
the univerſail rejoycing of all your good people. 

Wie ſhould bee not only unchriſtian but diſloyall and 
urmaturall, if we were not affetted and afflicted with your 
Maieſties many ſufferings and the troubles of your King» 
domes, and did not heartily wiſh that your Majeſtic were 
preſenc in your Parliam, afſembled in the moſt peaceable 
and Parliamentary way, to your Ma. greater glorie and 
their greater ſtrengthening for the good of the Kingdom. 
For the preſent the houſes of C arliament have proſeſſed 
in their Declaration tothe Generall Aſſembly, their de- 
fires and willingueſſe to ſettle ſuch a reformation ofthe 
Kirkz as ſhall be moſt agreeable to the word of God, and 
moſt apt to procure and conſerve an happy union with 
the Kirke of Scotland in a peaceable and Parliamentary 
way; And have paſſed their bills in both houſes without 
contradiction againſt Epiſcopali government, and offered 
them to your Majeſtie for obtaining your Royall conſent 
This is the peaceable and Parliamentary way meant by 
ut and mentioned in our Petition, which we truſt cangive 


Although 


(24) | 

Alt the Miniſters of the Goſpel have authority · 
2— to preach and — y — 
and bleſſings but alſo threats and ſentences of judgement 
againſt Kings and Kiagdomes, which howſoever they be 
bitter and unpleaſant for the preſent ( and therefore ſel - 
dome miniſtred to- Princes) may prove very profitable 
and cordiall afterward: Many had periſhed in their ſinnes 
if it had not been told them that they were to periſſiʒtaith- 
full are the wounds of a friend, but thekiſſes of an euem 
are deceitfull- and hee that rebuketh., afterwands Thal 
finde more favour thenhe that flattereth with the tongue 
Vet upon good reaſon have we abſtained from this ſtrain 


of denuncing ofjudgement againſt y Ster having 
onely from the conſcience of our duty in ee 
ſoules, faithfully repreſented the duty and danger with 


our earneſt. deprecation of the wrath not onely now 
incumbent, but yet ſeven times moreimminent to your 
—— which wee daily more and more apprehend; 
ſhall enſue, unles by a through reformation of Religion 
and manders it betimeouſly prevented. By this our liber- 
ty we have delivered our own ſoules and endeavoured to 
eliver your Majeſtic and your Dominions from the pre- 
ſent and future judgements, which both love and feare 
coaſtraine us-now-againe3 To entreat your Majeſtie to 
hearken unto. ; 
As wee cannot deny, but do reverently acknowledg 
the influence of many and great — from heaven 
upon the reigne of Queen EIN abeth and your Majeſtics 
father of bleſſed memorie: So do we not doubt but your 
Majeſtic in your Chriſtian and Royall wiſedome.will 
conſidert that the ſupreame providence which hath fer 
your Majeſtie after them hponche throne, hath appointed 
| . atime 


' g 6250 
⁊ time for every action. A wiſe mans beart uiſterneti bath 
time andjudgement, and where it is not diſcerned, the mi. 
ſerie of man, wreſtling with invincible providence, #s 
great upon him, The many bleſſings upon the Kings of 
Egypt, Babylon and other Princes, were interrupted in the 
time of their ſucceſſours, which oppoſed the deliverance 
of the people of God from the Egyptian bondage, the 
Babylonian captivitie, the fooliſhnelle of Pageniſme and 
the tyrannie of Poperie, when the time of their delive. 
rance was come. Many ofthe godly before your Maje- 
ſties reigne have deſired and ſupplicated the Parliament 
for a reforq; ation but the deſires were never ſo univerſall 
as now; Hrclacie never ſo inſolent nor the evils thereof ſo 
well known and ſo deeply felt; not was it ever voted out 
of the Parliament, nor agreed in Parliament to beaboliſh. 
ed in the Kir nor ſtood meerly upon the Royall conſent 
of the King, till this time. Armini aniſine bath entered, 
Papiſtrie hath encrea ſed, Sectaties have multiplied, ſuffer- 
ings have abounded, Tender conſciences diſquieted with 
old and new ceremonies, much more of late then before 
that all eyes may ſee how many things concurre now to 
makea neceſſitie of reformation. It is the never dying ho. 
nour EIN enitors above others that 
were before them that they did begin, continue and pre. 
ſerve reformatiou, and ſhall bee your Majeſties greateſt 
and immortall glorie to perfite it, with Fofah leaving no- 
thing to — or obſcure theglorie of God: An happi- 
neſſe which the people of God in this Land have long 


. waited for, which God calleth for at hands and we 


truſt hath reſerved for our times, as a ſpeciall and income 
parable honour to your Majeſtie above the beſt princes, 
and matter of joy to your 5 — in for 


*. 25S: OF 
| * 
= 


. ov bei os Sf AG Sos - pes. abide * 
| 


4269 
ſtamable benefit of the roformation of this Kirk in wor: 
fhip and govonmęent ſhould ſtirup aur heatu, tothe love. 
of God, whole hand ptincipally did bringit abaut, in a 
way ſull- ot mary els and full af mercies, Aud thenkfull- 
deſleto your Majaſtie whom wee look upon nat as ana. 
ked aſſenter unto alterations, but as a prime inſtrument of 
ſceling ableſſed refermation in this Airlie: do doeth the 
ſame comfort and ſeuſeeucite in us a fear to laſſe that 


je euer ſiace the beginning afrefocaiatioand 
vpon preſent and daily taſting of the fruits which partly 
of \its- om corrupt nature, and pa the cot. 
options of nem, It hath brought farth and fomentetcl. 
And thaygb.he Petittonar- enn judge nor ſhou ld ins 
tetmedle with queſtions about [yur ajeſties and the 
Parliameats power, yet may they well profeſſe from that 
which every ane may nnderſtand that the denying of the 
people their caarneſt deſiras may quonch that fervqur of 
affection vhich is due fin a poopletotheir Prince. 
Whether the gruerality ofiheRiationdefioerha obange- 
af Kink government, canvotbecchetterknowne then by 
the deſes and rapaſtioua of che repreſontat ivs hodie 
at the Kingdames dor eat bee better def yned hat go- 
< 4 . - government 


( 27). + 
ment hall be eſtabliſhed chanin a Syagd 29 
a godly Diviges. Our Bay: is 147 the 
ip RE anne exampleof the fo 
to be followed, and to pray t har Godby iS rd Ke may 
lead them int all truth - bejog confiderit 89 wi 1555 
tion having begun nby your Majeltjes authoritie at the head 
and chiefeſt parts, all lectaries, and all che Cnſeriqu mem: mem- 
bers may be quiclly by a Synod brought to ſuch order as: 
may conſiſt with truth and with the peace of the Kirk. 

It was far from our integtions * generall expreſſi: 
ons of our petitionagainſt Papiſts, To charge yqur Ma. 
wich complyan 555 favour to their opinions. Me do 
from our Gad for W PE Majeſtic chat 
done both here and in England a 19 80 I» 1275 40 
free and ampleateſtimonic of A Wen ties 751 
che Qyeenes convexſion. Jealouſies gl 11 5 ki & and 
hopes in the hearts of ſuch as are popiſhly ee. a? 
their preyailing e eee proceed 5 the power of Pa- 
pilts in ire lend, che prefent poſture of Papiſis.a 1 855 
your Majeſtie xi this — — — of cqmbyltion in 
England, and that for ſo long atime ghrough the atk 
vence or complyance of fie Miaiſters 9 eſtate te, lawess 
have not been execute againſt them, bor any means at all 
uſed for the Queenes converſion. A neceſſary and elſenti⸗ 
allduty, from which no oath to the contrary can mgre 
give e any oath of old. or late, publick | 
or priyate, canbinde your Majcſtic to 201 05 Epilco- 
pacie or any corruption in the worſhippe of Hod, or g 
vernment af the Kirk, when God by hi jw, giveth 10 
and by his providence calleth for a Refor Tk | 
which had need to be ſetiouſſy and bn 4491 
Ae che Papiſts be not fpcedily dilarmey, the 


ICS (28) | 
hatboth'intheir one project, and upon the hearing of 
.your Majeſties Declaration to ank rhiem , when there 
mall bee no more uſe oftheir ſervice, they band together 
e — wits — vranmce wonrry — b _ 
gat rowing tO greater itr dne Able 
| - plead a — termes — elves, for cheir ſhare 
in the places and honours: of the Kingdome, ar leſt for 
peace and tolleration, as à reward of all their paines, 
charges and hazards, pretended to bee for your Majeſties 
honour and ſafety, but really intended for themſelves and 
cheir ſupet ſtitionu. We cannot conceive that loyaltie can 
be without allegeance, or that Papiſts . to take the 
oath of all 2 loyaltie and allegeance to 
your Majettic, but for their own ends, nor can it bee ſafe 
for Proteſtants to truſt them uponthe principles of their 
profeſſion, inany whether inteſtine or forraigne warre. In 
the time ofthegreateſt forraigne invaſion year 88. It was 
not thought ſafe to arme the Papiſts in defence of the 
Kingdome. We did not take notice of Papiſts inthe other 
ar mie, in our Petition to your Majeſtic, but did in our 
Declaration to the Parliament, that although they had 
profeſſed in their Declarations that they had no knowne 
Papiſts in their Armie, yet if any were found to be, we de. 
fired they might in like manner be dis banded. Brownifts, 
Anabaptiſts, and other ſectaries which are the fruits of 
Prelacie one way as papiſts are another, are neither ſo ea · 
fily knowneas Papiſts nor ſo much to be feared : and al- 
though they be enemies to Religion and to the of 
the Kirk, we know not whether they have been ſo conſi- 
derable that the la hath taken ſo far notice of themas 
to diſarme them. f 


We haveſofincerely and fromthe inward of our fpi- 
: rits 


- (29) : 


God the ſearcher of hearts, ſworne the care of the; 

of your Majeſtics perſon, and of your greatneſſe and au- 
thoritie, which we have alſo witneſſed in our Declarati- 
ons to t he Houſes of Parliament, that our hearts within us 
were wounded when wedid heare of the danger your Ma- 


xits;with our hearts and hands lifted up tothe moſt high 
y 


jeſties per ſon was inthe 23 of October. And as wee doe 


with the Houſes of Parliament (as is expreſſed intheir De- 


claration) rejoyce and heartily praiſe Cod for your ſafe- 
ty, So do we not ceaſe to pray for your Majeſtics preſer - 


vation in the midſt of ſo many dangers, and fora ſpeedy 


deliverance by a happie peace, which we truſt ſhall burie 


that black and unnaturall day ſo unhappie and dangerous 
both to your Majeſtic and your people in eternall oblivi- 


on, And therefore not to be paralelled by us with the un- 


paralelled plot of the 5 of Novem. never to be forgoten 
We have detained your Majeſtie longer then your great 
affairs of goveruing Kingdomes in the time of war could 
well permit, but not ſo long as the charge committed 
to us by the Generall Aſſemblie, and the importance of 
our Petition, which is of religious and publick concern- 
ment doth require. The cryme of bitterneſſe aud want of 
reverenceto your Majeſtie, the challenge of uſurpation, 
tlie aſperſion of ſo much and manifold miſtaking, wee 
would bear the more patiently if we were to be conſide- 
red as privat and particular perſons, and not as Commiſ- 
ſioners of public truſt : And yet do bear the more pati- 
ently, becauſe we take them (and in this nao man ſhall per- 
ſwade us that we are miſtaken ) to proceed from the pen 
of the writer, and not from your Majeſties juſtice and 
goodneſſe, unto which wee are bold to appeall from his 
unjuſt cenlure, and from ſuch ſlanderous tongues and pens 
a»- 
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hors * wiſedome will Leer ebe lu 
$ycoptaite are feeking, and iti yout juſtice will rather be- 
le eve our publick teſtimonie, iti things beſt uo] to our 
ſelves and to our ofditatic hearers: then any private infor- 
. ns from the malice of ſortie, or the weakens - 
tio in your royall goodonefſe will bet 
e — Ar as out Maieſties moſt hu _ 
SubjeRs tofall downe at your on 
with all eardieſtneſſetorenew our Petition, eſpecially that 
'of Unitie in R and utuformitie ot wt Goverts 
tent in all your Majeſties Domitiions, which wee con- 
Celxe to bepfincipally intended by divine Providence in 
3 piediſtrackiens and troubles of your Maſe. 
gates; And to this effect for ſuch an Eccleſia- 
Aren 3 formerly deſcribed and de- 
Fitted: 8 ſo juſt and fo ordinarie in 2 
70 ef foe gi * And which Lie alpen 
2 a t. And w a | 
Sa 1151 ed peace, anti wich 2 1 
— temporall upon your Maje- 


2 Ker, CI: Commiſs. 
Gen. Af. 


